
Movie Musicals The American Film Institute’s 
top movie musicals of all time 

 

All That Jazz 
Part tragic, part comic, this outrageous look at life in the fast lane is the Academy Award-
winning musical about Bob Fosse’s excessive life in show business.  Played by Roy Scheider, 
Fosse’s alter-ego drives himself over the edge and soon finds he is caught between a  

recurring fantasy about his death and the reality of a near-death experience.  AV AREA A 

 

 

Chicago 
Murderesses on death row, Velma Kelly (Catherine Zeta-Jones) and Roxy Hart (Renee  

Zellweger) vie for fame and freedom in Chicago during the 1920s.  AV AREA C 

 

 

Grease 
A group of teenagers learn about life and love in their 1950’s high school.  Starring John 

Travolta and Olivia Newton-John.  AV AREA G (Teen) 

 

 

 

The King and I 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Broadway musical makes a spectacularly successful move to the 
silver screen.  Yul Brynner plays the blustering, headstrong Siamese potentate who meets his 
match in the form of Anna Leonowens (Deborah Kerr), the prim and proper English widow 

he’s hired to oversee the rearing of his huge, unruly flock of children.  AV AREA K 
 
 
 
 
Meet Me in St. Louis 
A young St. Louis girl and her family are troubled to discover that their father has accepted a 
transfer to New York City which will cause them to miss the St. Louis World’ Fair.  Starring Ju-

dy Garland and directed by Vincente Minnelli.  AV AREA M 

 

 
 
Moulin Rouge! 
Young writer Christian (Ewan McGregor) travels to the center of the bohemian universe in 
1900 Paris; the legendary Moulin Rouge, where he falls in love with the ill-fated courtesan 

Satine (Nicole Kidman).  AV AREA M 
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My Fair Lady 
Lerner and Loewe’s musical version of “Pygmalion” about a Covent Garden flower girl who is 
transformed into a fine lady as a social experiment.  Starring Audrey Hepburn and Rex  

Harrison.  AV AREA M 
 

 

 

Singin’ in the Rain 
A Hollywood actor who has risen from vaudeville to become a silent film star must make the 
difficult transition to sound.  Starring Gene Kelly, Debbie Reynolds, and Donald O’Connor.  

Voted AFI’s #1 movie musical of all time.  AV AREA S 

 

 

 

 

The Sound of Music 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s musical reimagining of the true story of Maria, a spirited young 
woman who leaves the convent to bring love and music to the home Captain von Trapp and 

his seven children.  Starring Julie Andrews and Christopher Plummer.  AV AREA S 

 
 
 

Top Hat 
A musical comedy in which Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire dance their way to romance de-

spite a case of mistaken identity.  Featuring music and lyrics by Irving Berlin.  AV AREA T 

 

 
 
 
West Side Story 
Tony and Maria fall in love despite their conflicting backgrounds in this update of Shake-

speare’s “Romeo and Juliet.”  AV AREA W 
 
 

 

 

The Wizard of Oz 
Dorothy is swept away to a magical land called Oz in a tornado and embarks on a quest to 
see the Wizard who can help her return home, escaping the clutches of the evil Wicked Witch 

of the East.  AV AREA W 

 

 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW ?? 
 

Only one person has the distinction of being credited in 3 of the movies listed above.  Who is 
it?  Marni Nixon, who provided the singing voices of the female leads in The King and I, My 

Fair Lady, and West Side Story. 

For more Movie Musicals, check Staff Recommendations on our website. 


